
How Is Cancer Staged? 
Staging describes the extent or spread of cancer at the time of diagnosis. Proper staging is essential in determining the choice of therapy and in assessing prognosis. A cancer’s stage is based on the size or extent of the primary tumor and whether it has spread to nearby lymph nodes or other areas of the body. A num-
ber of different staging systems are used to classify cancer. A system of summary staging is used for descriptive and statisti-
cal analysis of tumor registry data and is particularly useful for looking at trends over time. According to this system, if cancer cells are present only in the layer of cells where they developed 
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