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What Percentage of People Survive Cancer?
The 5-year relative survival rate for all cancers diagnosed 

differences of individual cancers or people, cannot be taken into 
account in the estimation of relative survival rates. For more 
information about survival rates, see Sources of Statistics on 
page 58.

How Is Cancer Staged?
Staging describes the extent or spread of cancer at the time of 
diagnosis. Proper staging is essential in determining the choice 
of therapy and in assessing prognosis. A cancer’s stage is based 
on the size or extent of the primary (main) tumor and whether it 
has spread to other areas of the body. A number of different stag-
ing systems are used to classify tumors. A system of summary 
staging (in situ, local, regional, and distant) is used for descrip-
tive and statistical analysis of tumor registry data. If cancer cells 
are present only in the layer of cells where they developed and 


