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choice of therapy and in assessing prognosis. A cancer’s stage is 
based on the primary tumor’s size and whether it has spread to 
other areas of the body. A number of different staging systems 
are used to classify tumors. The TNM staging system assesses 
tumors in three ways: extent of the primary tumor (T), absence 
or presence of regional lymph node involvement (N), and absence 
or presence of distant metastases (M). Once the T, N, and M 
are determined, a stage of I, II, III, or IV is assigned, with stage 
I being early and stage IV being advanced disease. A different 
system of summary staging (in situ, local, regional, and distant) 
is used for descriptive and statistical analysis of tumor registry 
data. If cancer cells are present only in the layer of cells where 
they developed and have not spread, the stage is in situ. If cancer 
cells have penetrated the original layer of tissue, the cancer is 


