If you or a loved one have been told you have cancer, you’ll want to make sure you get the
best possible medical care and treatment. You can get names of cancer doctors from the
doctor who diagnosed your cancer, but in the end, the choice is yours.

Here is a list of questions you might want to ask when looking for a cancer doctor who will
meet your needs.

First, fnd out what kind of cancer you have and what
kind of specialist you need to see. There are many

types of cancer specialists, such as surgical oncologists,
medical oncologists, hematologist oncologists, radiation
oncologists, and gynecologic oncologists, so you'll need
this information to start your search.

Next, you will need to ¥nd names of a few cancer
specialists who might be a good ft for you. Here are
some tips:

» Ask your primary care doctor or the doctor who
diagnosed you for names of cancer specialists they
would recommend.

 Try contacting cancer centers or hospitals near you
to ask about doctors who work with people who
have your type of cancer. Many hospitals and ofices
have physician referral lines and websites you can
use to fnd answers to your questions.


http://cancer.org/findingcare
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Board certifcation means that a doctor has had
special training in a certain area, passed the required
exams, and has continued their education in the
specialty area. To fnd out if a doctor is board certifed,
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service of the American Board of Medical Specialties.
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Experience is important, but keep in mind that the
number of people treated for a particular type of cancer
may also depend on how common the cancer is.
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You might want the option of a clinical trial.
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You want hours that are fexible enough to Tt your
schedule. Ask if the oFice is open late or on weekends.
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You’ll want to know if loved ones are welcome as support
throughout your cancer experience.
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Money worries are common for people getting treated
for cancer. You want to be sure you know what to expect
and where you can get answers.
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You should have access to a cancer doctor at all times



