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Colorectal cancer starts in either the colon or rectum. In the US, colorectal cancer is the third most
common cancer. It is also the third-leading cause of cancer death in both men and women. Most

colorectal cancers start with a polyp. A polyp is a small growth on the lining of the colon or rectum.
Not all polyps develop into cancer.

Risk Factors

More than half of colorectal cancers can be linked to risk



Screening can be done either with a test that looks for signs
of cancer in a person’s stool (a stool-based test), or with an
exam that looks at the colon and rectum (a visual exam). The


http://cancer.org/cancer/colon-rectal-cancer

