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Still, most cancers in young adults are not caused by inherited gene changes.

Acquired gene changes  

In older adults, the gene changes that lead to cancer are often acquired over a person’s
lifetime. Some of these changes occur for no obvious reason. But many cancers are

/cancer/risk-prevention/radiation-exposure.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/hpv.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/infections/hiv-infection-aids.html
/cancer/survivorship/long-term-health-concerns/second-cancers-in-adults.html
/cancer/understanding-cancer/genes-and-cancer.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/hboc-hereditary-breast-and-ovarian-cancer-syndrome.html


American Cancer Society cancer.org | 1.800.227.2345____________________________________________________________________________________

hereditary-breast-and-ovarian-cancer-syndrome.html
www.cancer.org/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/lynch-
syndrome.html

3.

/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/hboc-hereditary-breast-and-ovarian-cancer-syndrome.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/lynch-syndrome.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/lynch-syndrome.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/li-fraumeni-syndrome.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/genetics/family-cancer-syndromes/li-fraumeni-syndrome.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/radiation-exposure.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/hpv.html
/cancer/risk-prevention/infections/hiv-infection-aids.html
/cancer/survivorship/long-term-health-concerns/second-cancers-in-adults.html
/cancer/survivorship/long-term-health-concerns/second-cancers-in-adults.html


American Cancer Society cancer.org | 1.800.227.2345____________________________________________________________________________________

The American Cancer Society medical and editorial content team
(https://www.cancer.org/cancer/acs-medical-content-and-news-staff.html)

Our team is made up of doctors and oncology certified nurses with deep knowledge of
cancer care as well as editors and translators with extensive experience in medical
writing.

American Cancer Society medical information is copyrighted material. For reprint
requests, please see our Content Usage Policy (www.cancer.org/about-
us/policies/content-usage.html).

cancer.org | 1.800.227.2345

4

/cancer/acs-medical-content-and-news-staff.html
/about-us/policies/content-usage.html
/about-us/policies/content-usage.html
/about-us/policies/content-usage.html

	Risk Factors and Causes of Cancers in Young Adults 
	Inherited gene changes  
	Acquired gene changes  
	Hyperlinks
	References
	Written by



