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Abortion and Breast Cancer Risk 
The most up-to-date scientific research suggests that abortion does not influence a
woman’s risk for breast cancer.

What is abortion?●

Why has abortion been studied in connection with breast cancer?●

Research studies on abortion and breast cancer risk●

Conclusion●

 

What is abortion?  

An abortion happens when a pregnancy is ended before it reaches full term.

There are different types of abortion:

Spontaneous abortion: The loss of a fetus before 5 months (20 weeks) into the
pregnancy. Most people call this type of abortion a miscarriage. It is often caused
by problems with the fetus or problems in the mother’s body.

●

Stillborn birth (stillbirth): The death of a fetus after 5 months’ pregnancy. This
death happens when the fetus is still in the uterus (womb).

●

Induced abortion: A medical procedure done to end a pregnancy. It is what most
people think of when they hear “abortion.”

●

Researchers have looked at how all types of abortion might affect a woman’s chance of
getting breast cancer later in life.
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abortion may raise a woman’s risk for breast cancer. The best scientific evidence does
not support a link between abortion and breast cancer risk.
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requests, please see our Content Usage Policy (www.cancer.org/about-
us/policies/content-usage.html).
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